
  

 

  

 

Thousands Hear About Jesus in Ukraine! 
 

Hi Everyone, 

 

How have you been?  

 

I've been back in Germany at the Steiger Missions School for about two weeks 

now. No Longer Music's Ukraine tour was amazing and I wanted to share a little 

bit of what God did, as well as what is coming up next for me!  



 



Every year on August 24th, Ukrainians hit the streets to celebrate their 

independence from the Soviet Union. For a country still at war with Russia, this 

is a huge deal. We chose to tour the country during this time, and while it was 

incredibly fruitful, it was a fight. 

 

As the tour approached, cities began canceling our permissions to perform, 

sending us into a frantic, twenty-four-hour search for new places to play. No 

sooner would a new location be confirmed than yet another city would change 

their minds and deny our request. 

 

This was extremely stressful for our organizers, and a reminder that we wage 

war against an enemy who will do everything to prevent the Gospel from being 

proclaimed. Fortunately, He who is in us is far greater than he who is against 

us. For every barrier, God gave us a breakthrough, and proved once again that 

though we are weak and powerless, He is limitless! 

 

Ultimately, we played nine shows in nine different cities, for over twenty-two 

thousand people!  



 

On this tour, we had the privilege of going back to some of the cities where we'd 

done shows in previous years. This gave us the unique opportunity to see how 

God has been working in some of the people’s lives who we had met before. 

 

Pavlograd is one of those cites. Even for Ukrainians, this is an unusual place to 

perform. It's an economically depressed coal-mining town with a reputation for 

being dangerous. 

 

The locals told us that no one plays there - so, why would we?  



 

 

Praying before the show.  

The first time we ever performed in Pavlograd (which was my first tour in 2016), 

I had the privilege of talking to a young guy named Boris, who had traveled from 

over an hour away to come and see us. He didn't give his life to Jesus at that 

show but was extremely impacted by the message and what he experienced. I 

was able to pray for him, and friended him on Facebook so we could stay in 

touch.  

 

This year, as we were driving to the venue, I wondered if I he would be there 

again—and sure enough, after we were done setting up the stage, I saw him 

and went over to say hi. We talked for a little bit but I had to get ready for the 

show, so I told him I wanted to continue talking afterwards.  



 

This is Boris!   



After David had finished preaching, I went to find him in the crowd. Again, he 

had been extremely impacted by the Gospel and was telling me how much he 

appreciates what we do and how important it is. This was the third time he had 

seen our concert, yet when I had asked him before the show what he believed, 

he said he believed in some form of God— but more like a universal energy.  

 

When I asked why he continued coming back to see us, he shared that he it 

was because of the energy and atmosphere that he experiences. He said that it 

feels like a rebirth every time, and it encourages him to believe more in God. 

 

I clearly explained the Gospel to him again and told him that he could have 

more than just a once-a-year experience—he could have a relationship with 

God every day. Boris said he wanted that, so we prayed together for him to 

receive Jesus. He was already connected with a good church in his city, so I 

encouraged him to become a part of it.  



 

We've messaged back and forth several times since then and he has thanked 

me for our conversation and even asked me to pray for people in his family. 

Please pray for Boris, that the seed planted would continue to grow and 

produce fruit! I believe God wants to do some amazing things in his life! 

 

That night, over three thousand people came to the show, and hundreds prayed 

out loud to receive Jesus. Boris’ life was just one of many that were eternally 

changed!  



 

People raising their hands in response to the Gospel  



Even our final show was not part of the original tour plan. With a gap in our 

schedule, Valery (our local tour organizer) asked if we were willing to play near 

the war zone, in a city called Sloviansk. 

 

Though the media has long moved on, fighting is still taking place between pro-

Russian separatists and Ukrainian forces for control of sections of land in 

Eastern Ukraine. Only three years ago, this particular city was under Russian 

occupation. The people have suffered a great deal, and the churches in 

particular have endured intense persecution. 

 

It was clear that we needed to go, but it meant overcoming fear. As we 

approached the city, one of the Ukrainian girls on our team explained how she 

was sure God would be with us, but was afraid, and had decided not to tell her 

parents what we were about to do.  



 

The square in Sloviansk where we played, still guarded by armed soldiers  



After hours of travel on terrible roads, and passing through a military 

checkpoint, we arrived at the center of the city. The pavement behind the stage 

had been ripped up by tank tracks, and there were several groups of two or 

three soldiers standing around with rifles in their hands. For many, it was hard 

not to feel a little tense.  

 

As the show started, a large crowd gathered, but despite our apprehensions, 

the atmosphere was peaceful. It was amazing! You never would’ve guessed 

what had happened in this place only a few years back. 

 

David explained how Jesus is not indifferent to their pain, but instead cries 

about the injustice they have experienced. He shared that God could heal them 

and set them free. Hundreds of hands shot up in response to the message, and 

people throughout the crowd prayed out loud to receive Jesus. 

 

It was a remarkable night, and a powerful ending to an exhausting but fruitful 

tour.  



 



As you may remember, I originally thought I would be returning to the US in 

September, right after the Ukraine tour was over. However, after talking with my 

leader, Ben, we decided it would make sense for me to stay here at our 

International Center in Germany until the end of the missions school. I was 

already planning on being at our annual Steiger Missionary Gathering, which 

also happens at our I.C., right after the school in the beginning of October. I will 

be back in Minneapolis somewhere in the first two weeks of October.  

 

While I am here, I am serving within the school as part of the staff, while also 

working on some things for No Longer Music and continuing all the production 

work I do for the Provoke & Inspire podcast.  

 

Another huge blessing is that God made it possible for my girlfriend, Judy, to 

stay at the missions school on staff until its end, as well! (You may remember 

she was originally going to go back to Colombia at the end of August). This 

means we have been able to spend more time together before being apart for a 

few months once again.   



 



I am really excited for all that God is doing in my life and where he will be taking 

me over this next year! If you would like to grab coffee some time (if you live in 

the Twin Cities) or if you would like to talk over the phone/skype, please let me 

know! I would love to hear what God has been doing in your life as well and 

how I could be praying for you!  

 

You are a huge blessing for my life and I couldn't be walking in the call God has 

on my life without people like you who stand with me in prayer and/or finances!  

 

I pray that God continues to guide you and bless you as you follow his call on 

your life! 

Thanks again! 

 

  
 

     

Serving the Lord worldwide, 

Isaac Hurst 

My email: isaacdylanhurst@gmail.com 
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